PSYCHOLOGY   OF   MAGIC	93
thought and external events.   " Sometimes children think the
opposite from what they want, as if reality made a point of
foiling their desires."1 This is a common feeling, and one which
the present writer remembers among the strongest of his own
childish superstitions.   It still often crops up on occasions
when the intelligence is relaxed or functioning at a low level,
as when watching a cricket match or playing bridge.   This
notion of a deliberately hostile reality, which the Greeks
developed into their theory of an envious God 2 and the fall
that follows pride, is, of course, a development from the fact
that we remember with particular acuteness those occasions
when reality did thwart our wishes, and especially when we
or other people have been brought low in a moment of complete
self-confidence.   Hence the insults, to avert envy, which are
so prominent in the ritual of Demeter and Dionysos.   Again,
children may think of things  as  having a sympathy for
each other that will make them " stick to their friends ".
Hence the practice, sometimes used when a ball is lost in a
hedge or among bushes, of " sending another one to look for
it".    You throw a second ball after the first and watch
carefully where it goes.   In this as in, so many superstitions
there is a grain of truth, for it may quite well happen that two
balls will end by rolling down into the same corner ; and one
or two successes will, of course, confirm anyone, against any
number of failures, in a belief in the practice throughout the
rest of one's pre-rational life.   Again, a little girl mentioned
by Piaget, having won marbles from an opponent, would not
use these marbles again, and explained that she felt they
would have a tendency to go back to their old surroundings
and their former owner.   Both these last instances are clear
examples of what Le"vy-Bruhl in his work on savages calls
the " law of Participation "—the supposing of a mysterious
connexion between things or events, where we should see
no causal relation ; the same supposition, of which Frazer and
the Greek writers have already shown us so many examples,
1 Piaget, The Child's Conception of the World, based on his studies of
children at Geneva ;  quoted by Dougall, loe. cit.
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